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A West Columbia 
bookstore offers rare 
classics and 
best-sellers for 
cheap.
See page 7
Columnist Carl 
Brzorad mourns the 
passing of Vaclav 
Havel, fi rst president 
of Czech Republic.
See page 6
The Gamecocks 
hope to bounce back 
from their loss to UK 
against the 
Commodores tonight.
See page 12
Ed’s Editions USC to host VandyRemembering HavelTuesday
Wednesday
67° 
68° 
46° 
52° 
USC is no longer in the top 
50 for best educational value per 
dollar , according to a national 
fi nance magazine.
Kiplinger Magazine annually 
rates the top 100 “Best Values in 
Public Colleges,”  of over 500 US 
schools based on affordability 
and academic quality, and the 
newly released 2012 list places 
Sout h Carol ina at  57t h for 
in-state value , 15 spots down 
from last year and 35 from 2010 . 
USC’s out-of-state rank ing 
dropped 12 spots, from 55 to 67 .
A c cord i ng  to  K ip l i nger, 
rank ings t ake into account 
f inancial aid , average student 
debt , SAT and ACT scores of 
incoming freshmen , graduation 
rates and academic support . 
I n  2011,  USC ’s  f ou r -ye a r 
graduation rate dipped to 46 
percent , an eight percent drop 
from 2007 and nearly half the 
rate at top-rank ing schools 
i nc lud ing U VA a nd U NC-
Chapel  H i l l  .  Accord i ng to 
Vice Provost Dennis Pruit t  , 
reducing time spent toward an 
undergraduate degree would 
help USC’s rank by reducing 
total cost per student, which 
currently totals an average of 
$19,144 for in-state students and 
$35,328 for out of state students 
($14,117 and $30,301 respectively 
with need-based aid). 
“We are most concerned with 
helping students graduate in four 
years so the cost to students can 
be reduced by not paying for a 
fi fth or sixth year of educational 
expenses,” Pruitt said in an email 
response. “Much of the activity 
you see us studying and pursuing 
 — grade recalculation, change 
in probat ion and suspension 
rules, starting a Student Success 
Center to provide supplemental 
instruction, tutoring, study and 
time management skills — is for 
this reason.”
Pruitt also cited slashes in 
state funding for USC’s trailing 
behind consistently top-ranked 
schools, including consecutive 
11-year winner UNC-Chapel 
H i l l  a nd  c lo s e  r u n ner -up 
University of Florida . According 
to a 2011 budget report from the 
Offi ce of Business and Finance , 
base state appropriations were 
reduced by nearly $27 million 
last year, a 21-percent decline 
that contributed to 3.9-percent 
tuition and fee increases . The 
same year, state funding for 
Chapel Hill fell only 1.3 percent , 
and st i l l covered 20 percent 
of the university’s operat ing 
budget . 
However, South Carolina’s 
compa rat ive  s t a nd i ng  may 
s h i f t  a s  C h ap e l  H i l l  now 
faces a permanent 18-percent 
budget cut and Florida  has seen 
increases in tuition of up to 15 
percent in the past two years .
“It will be interesting to see 
how they compare in future 
years as they face some of the 
same f inancia l management 
cha l lenges we have a l ready 
faced,” Pruitt said.
Despite moving down the list 
of the top 100, USC saw a near 
100-point increase in freshmen 
SAT scores and a 45-percent 
g r o w t h  i n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
population in the past 10 years . 
USC moves 
down Kiplinger 
‘top 100’ list
Kathryn Kranjc
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Causes include funding, 
lower graduation rates
After canceling a concert scheduled 
for last  year ,  cr it ica l ly accla imed 
hip-hop artist Drake will return to 
Columbia on Feb. 21, and tickets are on 
sale this week.
A l imited quant ity of discounted 
tickets for students, faculty and staff 
with a valid CarolinaCard will go on sale 
Wednesday at 10 a.m. at the Colonial 
Life Arena box office, according to a 
press release .
Those t ickets are $10 off normal 
t icket prices of $69.75, $49.75 and 
$29.75, according to the box off ice 
website .
Tickets for the general public go on 
sale Friday at 10 a.m. at the box offi ce , 
Play It Again Sports in Columbia , 
over the phone and online at www.
coloniallifearena.com .
The concert is a stop on Drake’s 
“Club Paradise Tour,” following last 
year’s release of his album “Take Care.” 
R a p p e r s  K e n d r i c k  L a m a r  o f 
California and A$AP Rocky of New 
York are opening the show, according 
to the release.
— Compiled by Thad Moore, assistant 
news editor RANK ● 5
Though the end of his reign is 
quickly approaching with the advent 
of the February Student Government 
elections , Student Body President Joe 
Wright is excited about the months 
ahead.
Since late October, Wright and his 
colleagues in Student Government 
have been organiz ing a speaker 
series that will span from January to 
March and include political pundits, 
entertainment icons and even a New 
York Times journalist.
The first visitor comes to campus 
Wednesday at 3 p.m. in the form of 
presidential candidate, former Utah 
governor and U.S. Ambassador to 
China Jon Huntsman , who will host 
a town hall meeting at 3 p.m. in the 
Darla Moore School’s Business Hall of 
Fame on the eighth fl oor of the Close/
Hipp Building . Huntsman’s visit is 
the fi rst of what Wright hopes will be 
USC stops for all of the presidential 
campaigns, both Republicans and 
incumbent President Barack Obama.
Wright has  inv ited a l l  of  t he 
candidates to campus to spread their 
messages on Tuesday, Jan. 17, and said 
while not all are confi rmed, he expects 
contingencies from all campaigns, 
if not all the candidates themselves, 
to make appearances at the Greene 
Street event. He said if candidates 
confirm their appearances, he will 
look into reserving the Russell House 
Ballroom or Theater.
“I want to encourage students to 
get more informed on current events 
on campus, whether it be political or 
news-related,” Wright said. “With 
the South Carolina primary coming 
up, a lot of it hinges on that. My goal 
is to get students more engaged in 
the community and what’s going on 
because, obviously, national politics 
impact state and local politics. And 
it’s a great way for people to get hyped 
up about politics and whatever they’re 
interested in.”
But t he ser ies won’t end w it h 
t he Sout h Carol ina Republ ican 
presidential primary on Jan. 21; SG 
has also locked down South Carolina 
State Treasurer Curtis Loftis to speak 
the following Monday, Jan. 23, in the 
Gambrell auditorium.
A week later, New York Times media 
reporter Jeremy Peters will come to 
Carolina, thanks to SG’s sponsorship 
of the paper’s readership program on 
campus. Peters will speak to students 
in the Capstone Conference room. 
“I wanted another way to engage 
students about current events and 
initiatives,” Wright said. “It’s relevant 
that Jeremy Peters covers most of the 
primary stuff and he’s also a very good 
journalist. It’s a good way to engage 
the student body and encourage them. 
But also just to help some journalism 
students and people who are interested 
in political science to see what the 
everyday life of a journalist is like.”
After January, the schedule gets a 
little uncertain. Wright has contacted 
former Gov. Mark Sanford and MTV’s 
“The Buried Life” cast about coming 
to campus, but no dates have been 
finalized. He expects to meet with 
Gov. Nikki Haley soon, and intends to 
invite her to visit as well. A Coca-Cola 
executive might speak in February.
And aside from hotel and travel 
arrangements for Sanford and the 
SG lands big-name speakers
Presidential candidates, 
entertainment icons in lineup
Colin Campbell
CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Jeremy Aaron/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Jon Huntsman will be the fi rst speaker in the three month-long series on Wednesday. SPEAKERS ● 4
Drake tickets on 
sale this week
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With undergraduate 
enrollment on the rise 
every year, the number 
of  minor it y st udent s 
a t  US C ’s  C o lu m b i a 
campus is higher than 
it was two years ago . 
Data from the Office of 
Institutional Assessment 
and Compliance shows 
increases in al l racial 
c ategor ie s  except  of 
Native Americans and 
Pacif ic Islanders , but 
not all racial groups are 
growing at the same rate.
U S C  b o a s t e d  i t s 
diversity last year when 
the class of 2015 brought 
record numbers of black 
and Hispanic freshmen. 
T h e  c l a s s  o f  4 , 56 9 
students , the largest in the 
school’s history, included 
a 42-percent increase 
in black freshmen and 
a 35-percent increase of 
Hispanic freshmen from 
2009 . These numbers 
are reflected in the total 
undergraduate population 
at USC, which grew by 
10 percent  .  St udent s 
registered as African-
American increased by 11 
percent , non-residents by 
13 percent and Hispanics 
by an outstanding 25 
percent . In fact, Hispanic 
populat ion more than 
tripled in the past decade 
from 221 to 811.  
Even with increased 
enrollment, four-year 
graduation rates for most 
non-white groups are 
still below 50 percent , 
with the except ion of 
Asian students, who have 
h igher- t ha n-average 
g r adu at ion  r at e s  56 
percent  .  O t her w i se , 
based on data from the 
2007 freshman cohort, 40 
percent of black students , 
48 percent of Hispanics 
and only 22 percent of 
Native Americans earned 
their bachelor’s in four 
years.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
V ice  P rovo s t  Helen 
Doerpinghaus , raising 
retention rates through 
soc ia l ,  f inanc ia l  and 
academic support is a 
priority for university 
o f f i c i a l s .  I n t e r n a l 
ef forts have included 
h i r i n g  a  r e t e n t i o n 
s p e c i a l i s t ,  d i ver s i t y 
programs through the 
Office of Multicultural 
Student Affairs , such as 
EMPOWER , a Minority 
Assistance Peer Program , 
a n d  t h e  G a m e c o c k 
Gua ra ntee  prog ra m, 
launched in 2008 to cover 
tuition and technology 
fees for students from 
low-income households . 
Doerpinghaus said the 
Gamecock Guarantee 
has been successful so far 
in that students involved 
have not only stayed in 
school, but maintained a 
higher GPA.
“We do pay attention to 
[minority retention]; we 
are making a real effort 
to equip all students to 
succeed,” Doerpinghaus 
said.
D o e r p i n g h a u s 
a nd  o t her  ac adem ic 
administration members 
have also been making 
visits to the deans of each 
college to discuss the state 
and needs of minority 
students. Proportions of 
different racial groups 
v a r y  b y  s c h o o l  .  3 4 
percent of students in the 
College of Social work 
are African-American 
— more t han double 
the percentage in any 
of USC’s other colleges . 
Other schools with a 
notable minority presence 
are the South Carolina 
School  of  Pha r mac y 
(highest percentage of 
Asian students) and the 
College of Engineering 
(second highest for Asians 
and Hispanics) .
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Admiss ions Direc tor 
Scott Verzyl , the Office 
o f  U n d e r g r a d u a t e 
Admiss ions plans on 
enrolling the same size 
freshman class next fall 
as it did in 2011. While 
the office is still in the 
process of  admit t ing 
students, officials doubt 
the cap on enrollment 
Minority enrollment rising
Kathryn Kranjc
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Offi cials focus 
on retention
Columbia-Richland Fire Department 
was notifi ed of a fi re at Salty Nut Cafe at 
4:30 a.m. on Jan. 6 that caused an estimated 
$300,000 in damages, according to Fire 
Chief Aubrey Jenkins .
Jenkins said the fi re is suspected arson 
based on evidence firefighters took from 
the scene that will be analyzed by SLED . 
Jenkins could not discuss the evidence, but 
said there is a photograph of the person of 
interest. He added that police have received 
a few calls but nothing significant and, 
ultimately, no leads on the photo. 
Jenkins said the damage inside the 
building includes equipment that will have 
to be replaced. He also added that they will 
have to gut the inside in certain spots. 
The fire spread because the building 
lacked a sprinkler system , which wasn’t 
required by code when the structure was 
originally built . Depending on the extent 
of the repairs, safety code may require 
the building to have a sprinkler system 
installed. 
“A sprinkler system will give you added 
protection on the building,” Jenkins said. 
—Compiled by Cassie Cope, news editor
Fire costs bar $300,000
MINORITIES ● 4
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semesterly $6,300 that 
f unds the New York 
T i m e s  R e a d e r s h i p 
p r o g r a m ,  W r i g h t 
expects the whole series 
to be f ree of cost to 
the university — even 
“ T he  Bu r ied  L i f e ,” 
wh ich cost  Carol ina 
Product ions $25,000 
of the organizat ion’s 
student act iv it y fee-
based budget, when the 
cast visited last year.
“Especially in today’s 
economy, it’s important 
to engage the student 
body in ways that are 
f i n a n c i a l l y  s o u n d , 
because our operating 
budget is based off their 
fees,” Wright said. “I 
want to make sure we’re 
u s i ng  t he i r  ac t iv it y 
fees as responsibly as 
possible. And that’s why 
I launched the speaker 
ser ies — to see who 
we could get for the 
lowest price but also 
of the highest quality, 
too. It’s just worked out 
that we’ve had some 
re a l l y  g re at  p e op le 
come t h rough for  a 
very reasonable price, 
or hardly anything. I 
think the speaker series 
overall shows you can do 
a whole lot if you get a 
little creative with your 
resources.” 
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Event: Jon Huntsman 
Date: Jan. 11 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Location: B.A. Business Hall of Fame 
 
Event: 2012 Presidential Candidates
Date: Jan. 17
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Greene St. Russell House
 
Event: SC State Treasurer Curtis Loftis
Date: Jan. 23
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Gambrell Auditorium
 
Event: NYT Journalist Jeremy Peters
Date: Jan. 30
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: Capstone Conference Room
 
Event: Cast of “The Buried Life”
Date: TBD
Time: TBD
Location: TBD
 
Event: Gov. Nikki Haley
Date: TBD
Time: TBD
Location: TBD
Event: Former Gov. Mark Sanford
Date: TBD
Time: TBD
Location: TBD
 
Event: Coca-Cola Executive
Date: TBD
Time: TBD
Location: TBD
Student Government 
Spring Speaker Series
George Hinchliffe / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
SG has invited all presidential candidates to speak 
to USC students on Greene Street at a Jan. 17 event.
SPEAKERS ● Cont. from 1
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
will hinder the rising 
proportion of minorities, 
especially as more high 
school graduates of all 
racial groups choose to 
attend college rather than 
face a slimming workforce 
economy.
“At this point we’ll have 
to wait, but having seen 
an upward trend over the 
last 2 years, we hope to see 
that increase again this 
year,” said Tameka Banks, 
the minority coordinator 
of admissions.  
While white students 
have maintained an over 
75 percent majority  at 
the f lagship campus in 
the past few years, that 
statistic is not reflected 
i n  USC’s  s y s tem a s 
a  whole .  M i nor it ie s 
comprise between 21 
and 43 percent of the 
student populations at 
Carolina’s Lancaster, 
Union, Salkehatchie and 
Sumter campuses . These 
campuses, according to 
Doerpinghaus, enable 
the university to reach 
out to more minorities 
s e e k i n g  a  h i g h e r 
education.
“Every campus has 
a dif ferent purpose,” 
Doer p i ngh au s  s a id . 
“ S o m e  s t u d e n t s 
a r e  l i m i t e d  b y 
socioeconomic issues 
— [they] may not have 
the scores for a research 
1 university or leaving 
home may be expensive. 
We like to emphasize 
that we’re a system, and 
the system serves the 
state. We can’t be all 
things to all people as a 
campus, but we can as a 
system.”
 
 
MINORITIES ● Cont. from 2
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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P r u i t t  c r e d i t s  t he 
nationally recognized 
D a r l a  M o o r e 
School of Business, 
U n i v e r s i t y  1 0 1 
program, “Gamecock 
Guarantee” f inancial 
aid for students from 
low-income families 
a n d  t h e  u p - a n d -
coming USC Connect 
for USC’s continued 
ranking in the top 100 
for “value over cost.”
“We have not taken 
t he  p a t h  o f  b e i n g 
sm a l ler  to  exc lude 
some st udent s  t hat 
might adversely affect 
our profi le so we look 
more selective,” Pruitt 
w r o t e .  “ We  h a v e 
many more students 
coming to USC who 
are f rom the lowest 
[socioeconomic status], 
which we’re proud of, 
and we have not had 
to increase our tuition 
at bizarrely high rates 
—  s o m e  i n c r e a s e s 
have been as high as 
40 percent. We have 
remained true to our 
to mission as a public, 
state un iversit y,  a l l 
t h e  w h i l e  g e t t i n g 
bigger to educate more 
students.” 
RANK ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
For complete Kiplinger Ratings, go 
to www.kiplinger.com/tools/college
2011 Kiplinger Rankings
UNC
USC
RANK RANK ADMISSION
RATE
4-YEAR
GRADUATION 
RATE
TOTAL COST 
PER YEAR
COST AFTER 
NEED-BASED AID AVG. DEBT AT 
GRADUATIONin-state in-state in-stateout-of-state
1 1 32% 76% $17,628 $6,548 $16,165
$21,811$14,117$19,14446%
Georgia 96 $15,938$10,288$19,25854%59%
Clemson 34 36 $17,882$17,649$20,98650%63%
70%
Florida $16,013$8,079$15,52659%43%2 8
57 67
Money
To
Munch
With
Sign up and pay for a meal plan and get                   
in extra meal coupons when you sign up between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Jan. 9 - 12! 
$25
Visit the 1st Floor desk in the Russell House to sign up!
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Wife leaves husband when times get tough
Story of Robert Melton’s stroke,
family’s struggle to adapt
questions meaning of marriage vows
World loses historic leader in Havel
Kevin 
Burke
Fourth-year 
fi nance student
First Czech president
 leaves inspiring legacy 
EDITORIAL BOARD
KRISTYN SANITO
Managing Editor
MICHAEL LAMBERT
Viewpoints Editor
AUSTIN PRICE
Asst. Design Director
SYDNEY PATTERSON
Copy Desk Chief
JEREMY AARON
Asst. Photo Editor
CHLOE GOULD
The Mix Editor
COLIN CAMPBELL
Editor-in-Chief
“The idea of 
a series like 
this coming 
to USC, no 
charge, is 
enough to 
really get 
our hopes 
up for this 
semester.”
New SG series brings
renowned speakers
Ultrabooks, tablets to 
ease class demands
Tech conference
gives glimpse of
education’s future
Carl 
Brzorad
Second-year 
psychology 
student
Chloe 
Gould
Third-year print 
journalism 
student
The Consumer Electronics 
Show (CES) opens its doors for 
the annual trade show today in 
Las Vegas . Known as the premier 
venue to show off the technological 
advancements that will finally 
make it to market this year, the 
show will allow college students 
to get a glimpse of the tools 
soon to dominate 
education.
Two of the most 
prominent product 
categories featured 
at CES this year 
will become more 
pervasive campus-
wide in the coming 
y e a r s :  Ta b l e t 
c o m p ut i n g  a nd 
what’s now referred 
to as “Ultrabooks” 
will dominate the show fl oor, and 
eventually, college campuses. 
U lt rabook s ,  a  new breed 
of portable computing, look to 
improve upon the traditional 
laptop by shedding weight, size 
and unnecessary features in order 
to drastically increase portability 
and battery life — each of which 
are signifi cant features to college 
students. 
W hile the pioneers of the 
Ultrabook movement, such as the 
MacBook Air , have been around 
for several years, this year’s CES 
promises more entry-level priced 
Ultrabooks, further moving 
the market into more accessible 
realms for college students.
This year it seems competitors 
have finally found the recipe to 
compete on level footing with 
the dominant iPad. For college 
students, this means we may 
fi nally see digital textbooks gain 
ground on print textbooks. 
What’s counterintuitive on a 
computer screen is intuitive on a 
touch screen. Digital textbooks 
have always been clumsy at best, 
mainly due to the device they 
were read on, and the proliferation 
of tablets will make digital copies 
natural to use. 
Vaclav Havel , the first president 
of the Czech Republic and a family 
friend, passed away on Dec. 18 to 
the sorrow of the internat ional 
community. Havel spearheaded the 
Velvet Revolution in 1989 , a peaceful 
overthrow of the Soviet dictatorship 
t hat  occ upied  a nd  oppre s sed 
Czechoslovakia for decades . He 
helped orchestrate the transition 
from authoritarianism to democracy 
t h rough peace  a nd 
protest — the likes of 
which may never be 
duplicated. 
W h e n  t h e  d u s t 
set t led and stabil it y 
was restored in Eastern 
Europe , it was Havel 
who assumed the heavy 
responsibility of leading 
a free Czech nation. He 
displayed courage and 
strength, standing up 
to the regime responsible for a death 
toll that was many times that of Nazi 
Germany . His resistance came at a 
time when apathy was the acceptable 
response to those atrocities. The 
argument can be made that no one 
man outside of Russia played a bigger 
role in the collapse of the Soviet 
empire than Havel — a man who 
saw the ocean for the fi rst time while 
visiting my grandfather in New York, 
who let my father sit on his lap when 
he was a young boy.
I am of Czech descent and never 
had the chance to meet Havel, but I 
grew up hearing stories of his bravery 
and composure under pressure — 
the same stories millions of Czech 
parents tell their children when they 
talk about the devastating years 
before the USSR’s downfall. Havel 
achieved legendary status in Eastern 
Europe for his actions during the 
underground rebellion. However, 
when he took of f ice in 1989 as 
president , he quickly realized that the 
public memory is a short one. The 
man who did so much for the Czech 
people was frequently criticized as 
an idealist who was out of touch with 
reality . Havel found himself wedged 
in an ideological battle for the means 
of governance in a post-Sov iet 
Czech society with a wide array of 
political enemies, many of whom 
were holdouts from the old regime. 
These enemies quietly pushed for 
things to go back to the way they used 
to be — back into the grey abyss of 
communism. 
But Havel rose above the political 
bickering t ime and t ime again, 
maintaining a fun-loving attitude 
that rubbed off on so many who knew 
him. He was known to cruise through 
the corridors of the Prague Castle 
on a scooter , greeting and waiving 
to fellow politicians as he rode from 
meeting to meeting. He was a staple 
at Slavia café where he often had a 
beer after a long day of work. The 
fun-loving attitude of the Czech 
leader injected a sense of stability into 
a very unstable society — a small light 
at the end of years of darkness. 
Havel will be remembered for his 
character, his values and his ability to 
put the nation on his back and carry 
them to freedom. His life remains 
a shining example to all oppressed 
peoples in the world that freedom 
from oppression can be attained 
through nonviolent means. 
“In sickness and in health.” It’s a vow that’s so central 
to any relationship. It shoots straight to the core of any 
union and binds people in love, not in obligation. 
On Sunday, The Washington Post reporter Susan 
Baer told the tragically gripping narrative of former 
Post reporter, Robert Melton , who quickly fell from the 
height of his career as a renowned journalist in the wake 
of a heart attack and stroke . 
The beloved colleague, husband and father of two, was 
left brain damaged at 46 years old, and in an effort to 
give him a more “stable environment,” he was placed in 
Sunrise, an assisted living facility.
Now, eight years later , Melton’s daughters — Hope 
and Nell — are 9 and 11 years old . His wife , Page , is 
remarried to Allan Ivie — by all accounts, a good-hearted 
man who cares for Melton as family.
And that’s where the story of Robert, Page and Allan 
is born.
Page Ivie struggled with the decision to divorce 
her husband of 18 years , who had given 
her two children and continued to love 
and cherish her, even after his stroke 
and memory loss. She found solace in 
her, and her new husband’s, continued 
support — through weekly breakfasts and 
continued visits — of the man she says she 
will always love.
There is no doubt that Page Ivie is an 
incredibly strong woman. This is not a 
situation any person envies. And God 
willing, it’s a situation many will never 
have to live on their own. 
But if love really is enough, why would she leave? 
Love, true love, isn’t a fi ckle thing. It’s all consuming 
— it’s the end all, be all. You live your life for that 
one person, and they do the same for you. An injury 
or accident can keep someone from remembering the 
details — the names, the little pieces that make up a life 
of memories — but it can never, ever overcome love.
Melton, ripped away from a life of days shared at his 
family’s Richmond home and boundless, enterprising 
journalism, lost so much more. He lost the love of his life. 
His capacity to love, to love his two daughters, his 
brother, his father and Page, was discounted. It’s still 
Robert, despite it all.
And to love, in sickness and in health, is to be there 
— to be that person’s one and only, in the fi ght through 
thick and thin. It’s in love, not in obligation.
Each situation stands alone. No one can ever fully 
understand someone else’s life — the emotions, anguish 
and heartache that go into the everyday. But I would 
venture to say that Robert Melton would be happier with 
his wife. He would be happy to know that he’s who Hope 
and Nell run to with every achievement and hardship. He 
would be happy to know that he’s the number one, not 
the one visited every Saturday for an IHOP breakfast or 
Sunrise pool date.
They’re all strong people, dealt a terrible hand. But it’s 
to love, and to be with, in sickness and in health. 
S t a r t i n g  t h i s  s e me s t e r,  S t ude nt 
Government is pioneering a speakers series 
that will bring a crowd of big names to 
Carolina. Student Body President Joe Wright 
has spearheaded the initiative, which aims 
to win visits from every candidate in the 
upcoming primary 
a n d  g e n e r a l 
elections. That list 
doesn’t even count 
talks expected from 
Gov. Nikki Haley, 
former Gov. Mark 
S a n f o r d ,  S t a t e 
Treasurer Curtis 
Lof t i s  a nd The 
New York Times 
reporter Jeremy 
Peters. 
I n  t he  word s 
of another great 
newsman, it’s kind 
of a big deal.
This series is a very welcomed program 
from SG. After years of projects that end only 
in frustration and inaction, the organization 
is undertaking a project that will be truly 
benefi cial to students. And soon — Former 
Utah governor Jon Huntsman will speak 
Wednesday, which is an engaging way to 
get students really invested in this primary 
during the very fi rst week of classes.
The biggest advantage of this series, 
though, has to be the price tag — or lack 
thereof. Despite a few expenses, the program 
is virtually free for students. With all of us 
watching the university’s — and our own — 
budgets a little more closely these days, the 
idea of a series of speakers like these coming 
to USC, for no charge, is enough to really get 
us excited for what SG and our university can 
accomplish this semester.
In any event, this program is the right kind 
of action we like to see from SG. It combines 
the “cool factor” of a Carolina Productions 
event without the hard-to-swallow cost. 
The speakers themselves are important, but 
the overall attitude behind this series — the 
desire to make USC a crossroads of both 
local and national importance — is what 
should really shine. 
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While many students despise the idea of reading 
for enjoyment in addition to their coursework, a 
trip to Ed’s Editions may change their minds. 
Located just over the Gervais Street Bridge in 
West Columbia , Ed’s Editions is home to about 
37,000 used and collectible books , according to 
store owner Ed Albritton . The store, which has 
called its current location home for 11 years, is 
family owned and operated and has an inviting 
atmosphere. 
The store had been a longtime dream of Albritton 
and his wife, Irene. The couple sold used books on 
a part-time basis at a local antique mall for three 
years before settling into the current Meeting 
Street location . Albritton’s children work in the 
store and his son Eric , a USC graduate, is currently 
working at the store full time with his father. 
Customers may also see Solo , the bookstore cat, 
lounging around the store. 
Albritton said that opening Ed’s Editions began 
when he started scouting for other booksellers, 
mainly to supply for his own collection. 
A lbr it ton ser ves as the president of the 
Antiquarian Book Dealer Association of South 
Carolina . The store is a sponsor of the Humanities 
Council of South Carolina’s Annual Book Festival 
and has participated in the festival since its debut 
in 1997. 
Walking into Ed’s Editions is a bit overwhelming 
for any book lover. The store has local f lair and 
shelves piled high with seemingly endless stacks of 
books. The store may seem small, but it’s really just 
dwarfed by the massive amount of volumes. 
Albritton said one of his plans for this year is to 
be more selective with inventory.
“Our goal for this year is quality over quantity,” 
Albritton said. “The goal is to have a unique store.” 
Most of the books at Ed’s Editions are hardcover 
and many are first editions . Most books in the 
store are moderately priced. Albritton said most 
paperbacks range in price from $5 to $10 and 
hardcover books range from $10 to $20 . Ed’s 
Editions contains a separate rare book room that 
was opened in 2009 and holds books ranging in 
value from $100 to $10,000. 
Students make up a large portion of the customer 
base at Ed’s Editions and Albritton said he is 
encouraged by the amount of students who visit the 
store. He said he thinks this is partially due to the 
modest pricing.
“We have always had a signif icant student 
component,” Albritton said. “Most of the students 
who come in leave with books.” 
With the rise of e-readers and the availability 
of books for tablets, Albritton said the “intangible 
element ” of holding a book is a big draw for 
customers.
Browsing is encouraged at Ed’s Editions, and 
with the large inventory, it wouldn’t be difficult 
to spend several hours fl ipping through rare fi nds. 
There are comfortable chairs scattered throughout 
the store as convenient reading areas for customers 
with time to spare. 
While Ed’s Editions is a general bookstore, 
Albritton said history, literature and children’s 
books comprise the store’s largest collections. 
In addition to in-store sales, Ed’s Editions does 
about 30 percent of its business online through 
listings on popular internet book retailers including 
Amazon, eBay and Alibris. 
Whether you’re looking for a copy of “The 
Girl Who Played with Fire,” “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar” or an in-depth history of the Civil War 
in South Carolina, Ed’s Editions has something to 
satisfy all ages and tastes. 
Ed’s Editions is located at 406 Meeting St . Free 
parking is available on both sides of the building . 
The store is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday through 
Saturday and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays. 
Kristyn Winch
KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
West Columbia bookstore offers 
inexpensive, fi rst-edition fi nds
1 .  M i c h a e l  J a c k s o n  T H E 
IMMORTAL 
The late M ichael  Jack son was 
one of the biggest artists to ever hit 
the stage and his unexpected death 
shocked millions of fans around the 
world. However, while the man himself 
has passed away, the legend continues 
to enterta in. Cirque du Solei l is 
currently holding its Michael Jackson 
THE IMMORTAL World Tour as a 
tribute to the King of Pop . Audiences 
will be able to enjoy their favorite 
Michael Jackson songs while also 
being entertained by Cirque de Soleil’s 
acrobatic performance. This wonderful 
invitation into the mind of the King of 
Pop is making its way to the Colonial 
Life Arena on April 27 and 28 . Tickets 
are currently on sale, ranging from $50 
to $175 , and VIP packages are available .
2. Rise Against 
Be prepared for some crowd surfi ng 
and circle-pitting because American 
punk rock band Rise Against will be 
rockin’ the Township Auditorium on 
Jan. 22 . Known for their activism , 
straight edge lifestyle and lyrics that 
take on social issues , the band will 
be promot ing their latest album, 
Endgame . Like other Rise Against 
albums, Endgame tackles social issues 
like the BP Oil spill and recent LGBT 
teen suicides . Rise Against will perform 
with special guests A Day to Remember 
and The Menzingers. Ticket prices are 
$37.50 for the general admission fl oor 
and $32.50 for the balcony arenas . 
3. Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
The band is w idely k nown for 
its inclusion of classical, orchestral, 
symphonic and progressive styles of 
heavy metal music. The group has held 
multiple rock operas that produced 
fi ve hit albums as well as their annual 
Christmas-themed tour, which adds 
a heavy-metal twist to old-fashioned 
holiday music . Now, the heavy-metal 
phenomenon will bring its amazing 
pyrotechnics and l ight ing ef fects 
this spring to Columbia . The Trans-
Siberian Orchestra will be performing 
at the Township Auditorium on Mar. 
14 as part of their spring tour. 
4. Winter Jam 2012 
For contemporary Christian music 
fans, Winter Jam 2012, a concert event 
featuring several Christ ian music 
acts , will occur at the Colonial Life 
Arena on Friday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m . 
The concert event will feature acts 
like Sanctus Real , Peter Furler , Kari 
Jobe , Building 429 , We As Human and 
Group 1 Crew . Headlining the event is 
two-time Grammy-award-nominated 
band Skillet , who also took home 
Billboard’s Top Christian Album award 
for its 2011 album Awake . Tickets are 
not required for the event, though 
attendees must pay $10 at the door . 
5. Blue Man Group 
The Blue Man Group is known for 
its theatrical shows that combine music, 
comedy and multimedia that have left 
audiences in a blissful state. Now, those 
strange, blue-faced men who play like 
they are from another world will bring 
their wacky and rhythmic drumming 
act to the Koger Center for the Arts on 
the 29 and 30 of May . If you have never 
seen the Blue Man Group in concert 
before, then this is a must-see. 
 
Editions turns page
on classic, rare reads   
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Photos by Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The family-owned and -operated Ed’s Editions offers West Columbia readers unique and best-seller books in a cozy and comfortable reading environment — complete with seating area.
Columbia welcomes big-name acts to spring’s concert calendar
Cirque de Soleil, Rise 
Against top appearances
Tyler Simpson
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Jdshf Hfdskjah / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Top: Rise Against frontman and guitarist Tim McIlrath opens at one of the band’s shows. 
Bottom: Trans-Siberian Orchestra performs, complete with its signature light show.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Courtesy of riseagainst.com
“Genius is the ability to put into 
effect what is on your mind.”
— F. Scott Fitzgerald
gives Joey , the horse, somewhat human qualities, 
allowing the audience to become more entranced 
with his story. As we continue to view the events 
of World War I through Joey’s point of view, the 
audience is taken through an inspirational tearjerker 
that features people putting aside their differences 
for the greater good and reminds us of how there is 
still hope in the darkest of places.  
Owen Wilson gives his best performance as Gil , 
a failing writer who takes a joyless trip to Paris with 
his fi ancé and future in-laws . While wandering the 
streets alone at night, Gil magically stumbles upon 
the 1920s and begins drinking and dancing with 
famous literary fi gures like F. Scott Fitzgerald and 
Earnest Hemingway . Sure, this magic isn’t fully 
explained, but the movie isn’t as about the magic 
as it is about emotion, tone and mood. With a 
witty screenplay and a boastful cast, “Midnight in 
Paris” can best be described as a loving embrace for 
literature lovers, the city of Paris and its inspiring 
romance. 
It’s difficult to make an inspiring sports film 
featuring a baseball team that doesn’t take home 
the trophy, much less make it through the first 
round of postseason . But this serves to strengthen 
the message “Moneyball” sends about how the 
game is met with its successes and failures. Despite 
the team’s overall failure in the end, the film’s 
cleverly-written screenplay and the dynamic duo of 
Brad Pitt and Jonah Hill will have you wanting the 
Oakland Athletics to succeed. Pitt gives one of the 
best performances of his career as Billy Beane , the 
Athletics general manager who assembled a team 
using a sabermetric theory . “Moneyball” is one ball 
game you want someone to take you out to. 
When it comes to Terrence Malick’s films, the 
audience’s enjoyment basically depends whether 
they buy into Malick’s very singular v ision. 
Nonetheless, Malick’s latest film, “The Tree of 
Life,” is a disorienting, inventive, dazzling and 
graceful experience that fl ourishes surrealism and 
experimental elements . Within its two-and-a-half 
hours , Malick tackles many questions about God 
and the existence of both man and faith through 
a story featuring a boy’s coming of age and loss of 
innocence, heavenly voice-overs , long shots of the 
natural world and, you guessed it, dinosaurs. With 
its stunning sequences, thought-provoking story and 
near-perfect cast, “The Tree of Life” is a spiritual 
epic that forces audiences to ponder at the biggest 
questions of our existence.  
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Admittedly, I didn’t expect to like “War Horse” 
due to its seemingly cheesy, sentimental take on 
the “boy and his horse” animal story. But “War 
Horse” i s  t he best  k ind of 
schmaltz , giving viewers an 
emot iona l  ex per ience 
with delightfully 
d r a m a t i c 
s e q u e n c e s 
a n d  g r e a t 
p e r f o r m a n c e s . 
One of the greater 
aspects of “War 
Horse”  i s  how 
Steven Spielberg 
Five Best Movies of 2011
5. “War Horse”
4. “Midnight in Paris”
3. “Moneyball”
2. “Tree of Life”
FILMS ● 9
2011 Best
Worst in Film 
Photos courtesy of collider.com
Tyler Simpson
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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FILMS ● Continued from 8
W ho would have thought that 
acclaimed director Martin Scorsese 
would present a celebration of classic 
fi lms and storytelling in the form of 
a glorious, 3-D , family-appropriate 
masterpiece ? Stepping away from his 
usual gritty dramas and urban crime 
thrillers , Scorsese recreates the early 
days of cinema in “Hugo” while telling 
a personal story with biographical 
deta i l s  of  legendar y f i lmmaker 
George Melies. These details express 
Scorsese’s deep love for fi lm and help 
remind us of why we love movies. 
Featuring colorful characters, a rare 
innocence from modern day family 
fi lms and an outstanding use of 3-D, 
“Hugo” is a wondrous, cinematic treat 
that will take the breath away of all of 
its viewers, ages 10 through 100 alike. 
Arguably the worst telling of a fairy 
tale to appear on screen, “Red Riding 
Hood” turns a lovable children’s tale 
into a messy “Twilight” imitator. 
In fact, this movie tries its hardest 
to follow “Twilight” in the fantasy 
drama/supernatural thriller category 
and fails in both genres . Absolutely 
nothing in this fi lm works: Honestly, 
if I wanted to watch two young lovers 
frolic together in a dreamlike forest, I 
would’ve watched a Giorgio Armani 
cologne commercial instead of paying 
$8. 
“Abduction” was horrendous to 
watch, mostly due the ill-advised 
casting of the talentless Taylor Lautner 
and its laughable screenplay f illed 
with plot holes and unintentionally 
hilarious dialogue . That marks two 
terrible fi lms in 2011 for the “tween” 
sex symbol, the second being “The 
Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Pt. 1.” 
The action is unenjoyable, the story 
refuses to give needed explanations, 
the characters are one-dimensional 
and the script is too asinine to be 
entertaining for one minute.  
Not only is this f ilm one of the 
worst films of the year, but it’s also 
one of the biggest misf ires. Zack 
Snyder is an impressive visual stylist 
and I deeply enjoyed “300” and 
“Watchman,” but every director has 
to have a disappointing movie now 
and then. I mean, you have to screw 
up immensely to make a movie about 
scantily-clad babes with swords and 
machine guns fi ghting zombies, giant 
stone statues and dragons in battles 
that only turn out to be boring. The 
fi lm’s completely cluttered plot doesn’t 
help either, making “Sucker Punch” 
only enjoyable to nerds with an Anime 
sex fantasy.  
Remember when Adam Sandler did 
the movie “Funny People” and openly 
mocked all of the terrible fi lms that he 
has made ? Well, “Jack and Jill” may 
very well be the worst of them all. 
Sandler may not mind that he has hit 
an all-time low with this fi lm, but did 
he have to bring Al Pacino down with 
him? One more thing: crossdressing 
may have been funny when “Looney 
Tunes” was popular, but not so much 
these days when done for comedic 
purposes.  
2011 hasn’t  been a great year 
for director David Gordon Green 
(“Pineapple Express” ). He directed 
two incredibly terrible fi lms last year, 
“The Sitter” and this year, one of the 
worst films I have ever seen, “Your 
Highness.” A stoner comedy set in 
medieval times may have sounded 
l ike an interest ing mov ie if  the 
result wasn’t so poorly executed and 
humorless. This movie looks and feels 
like it came from the mind of potty-
mouthed, Dungeons and Dragons-
playing shut-in, giggling at jokes about 
boobs, farts and penises. I can see 
James Franco doing a movie like this, 
but why did Natalie Portman sign on 
to this juvenile, misguided piece of 
garbage? 
1. “Hugo”
5. “Red Riding Hood”
Five Worst Movies 4. “Abduction”
3. “Sucker Punch”
2. “Jack and Jill”
1. “Your Highness”
Courtesy of collider.com
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OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 
Experience Nec.Training  Available. 
800-965-6520 Ext253
EMPLOYMENT
Clinical Research Asst. Chance 
to become co-author for peer-
reviewed journal articles. See 
online classifieds for more info. 
tessah@midlandsortho.com
Babysitter for 3 kids.  ECE majors 
preferred.  543-9922
Executive Assistant/Part-time (15-
20 hrs/flex)
New Morning Foundation (NMF) 
is a fast-paced, statewide 
policy- and grantmaking nonprofit 
organization, which focuses on 
the reproductive/sexual health of 
young people under age 30. This 
position provides administrative 
support for the Executive Director 
and Associate Director in order to 
help them reach their goals. The 
Assistant helps both management 
positions respond to day-to-day 
demands; arranges and prepares 
for meetings and conference 
calls; helps stay on top of needed 
follow-ups; puts together meeting 
agendas, materials, notebooks; 
mails/ships; answers incoming 
phone calls during peak periods; 
attends meetings and takes 
minutes; orders office supplies; 
files and organizes filing systems; 
EMPLOYMENT
keeps timely project information 
at his/her fingertips; runs errands 
(mileage reimbursed); and 
serves as a key link between 
the Foundation’s managers and 
volunteers, e.g. the Board of 
Directors. The Executive Assistant 
must have excellent oral and 
written communication skills, use 
good grammar when talking and/
or writing, must spell accurately; 
have command of Microsoft 
Office programs (documents, 
spreadsheets); take pride in her/
his work products being accurate 
and thorough; value organizing 
and be able and willing to organize 
himself/herself and help others; 
think proactively and creatively 
to solve problems or achieve 
outcomes; be dependable; enjoy 
interacting with a variety of 
people and appreciate diversity 
in all forms; typically have a 
good attitude and temperament, 
be flexible and willing to adjust 
to changing situations (to 
“go with the flow” with good 
humor); present himself/herself 
well, i.e. neat, clean, otherwise 
well-groomed; be capable of 
maintaining confidentialities; be 
available for hire by February 1.
HOW TO APPLY BY JANUARY 
15: Mail or fax a 1-2 page letter 
including qualifications, available 
work hours with any academic 
contingencies, starting hourly 
wage requested, and email/phone 
contact information to:  Executive 
Director, New Morning 
EMPLOYMENT
Foundation, 807 Gervais Street 
- Suite 102, Columbia SC 29201 
(FAX 803.929.0089). Qualified 
candidates will be scheduled for 
phone or in-person interviews 
January 16-30. Note:  Applicants 
who demonstrate professional 
discourtesy by appearing 
at the office or phoning the 
office will be disqualified. New 
Morning Foundation is an equal 
opportunity employer and has 
published publicly available 
nondiscriminatory employment 
policies. The Foundation welcomes 
and values diversity.
Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright, 
hardworking, ethical students 
to work full or part-time for a 
year and a half.  We have both 
clinical and business positions 
available.  Excellent opportunity 
for those interested in applying 
to medical and/or graduate 
school.  We can provide hands-on 
clinical experience.  Only those 
with excellent academic records 
(GPA of 3.6 or higher)  and great 
references need apply.  Email 
resume with dates available to 
begin work to:
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net
Email 
guy@physicianservicessc.com
Make $200 a day posting links 
tinyurl.com/PayDaySystem
EMPLOYMENT
SERVERS AND HOSTS
  Miyo’s and M. restaurant 
group are looking for motivated, 
energetic individuals to join 
our front house staff to provide 
excellent service to our guests. 
Good GPA, open availability 
are required. Friendly working 
environment, great income & 
flexible hours.
Please submit your application to: 
www. miyos.com.
Email mw@miyos.com
Telecounseling Positions Available
The Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions is looking for 
enthusiastic, dedicated 
undergraduate students to assist 
with recruitment this year by 
calling prospective students, 
admitted students and their 
parents. Applicants should 
possess strong communication 
CPA firm in Forest Acres needs 
USC student available to work 
Tues/Thurs mornings. Great 
opportunity for a business major. 
Please send resume and class 
schedule to 
nunnerycpa@mindspring.com
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury party 
cruise. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of 13 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
MISC
Reserved Parking: Pickens at 
Blossom, $280 semester, 
799-3452
ADDITIONAL INFO
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
DEADLINE
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line
ACROSS
1 Persian __
5 Argentina’s
Perón
9 Spectrum
producer
14 One of two
Monopoly
squares: Abbr.
15 Not a supporter
16 Greek column
type
17 Morro Castle site
18 Desktop image
19 Bakery array
20 Posh digs for
comic Billy?
23 Owing too much
money
24 Getaway for
Gandhi
27 Feathery
accessory
28 Barley beards
30 Latin 101 verb
31 Fine cotton
34 Rumors about
comic Eric?
37 Decree
39 Spring mo.
40 Public
commotion
41 Theme song for
comic Chris?
44 Yankee
nickname since
2004
45 Radius starting
point: Abbr.
46 Lower intestinal
parts
47 Work in a
museum
49 Major or Mrs. of
old comics
51 Deo __: thanks to
God
55 Topics for comic
Martin?
58 Sunday singers
60 Part of IBM: Abbr.
61 “The Man Who
Fell to Earth”
director Nicolas
62 Plunder
63 Abate
64 Give off, as light
65 Sculls in a quad
scull, e.g.
66 1974
Gould/Sutherland
spoof
67 Retreats with
remotes
DOWN
1 Name on some
fashionable
sunglasses
2 Complete
reversal
3 Algeria neighbor
4 Scene from the
past, in ﬁ lms
5 Game called
zesta-punta in
Basque
6 “I give up!”
7 On
8 1492 caravel
9 Some cubist
paintings
10 Exterminator’s
target
11 Feature of some
pens
12 “Sprechen __
Deutsch?”
13 Game show VIPs
21 Furthermore
22 January 1st song
word
25 Kind of acid in
protein
26 Hybrid bike
28 Leader in Athens?
29 Existed
31 Roost
32 “What did __
deserve this?”
33 Windows
manufacturer
35 Go out with
36 Strewn
38 Like a well-ﬁ tting
suit
42 D’back or Card
43 Aggies and
steelies
48 British rule in
India
50 Temple U. setting
51 Bold
52 “Ready or not,
here __!”
53 Ordered takeout,
say
54 NCOs two levels
above cpl.
56 Exec’s rackful
57 Breeze
58 Zagreb’s
country, to the
IOC
59 Blazin’ Blueberry
drink brand
01/10/12
Solutions from 01/09/12
01/10/12
1 2 3 4
for 01/09/12
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle
The Charlotte Airport Just Got CloserHey
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!
NEW MUSIC NIGHT W/ POST-TIMEY STRINGBAND, 
RIVER’S INN, ELIZABETHIVY WARWICK, RULE #9 
6:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21 
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
TODAY
MAGNETIC FLOWERS, CAN’T KIDS, JEREMY 
DAVIS (ELONZO) 
7 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $5 
Conundrum Music Hall, 626 Meeting St.
TOMORROW
BLUE MOUNTAIN FEAT. 
CARY HUDSON 
7 p.m., $7 in advance / 
$10 day of show 
The White Mule, 
1530 Main St. 
COMEDY IS YOUR FRIEND 
9 p.m., $2 
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
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Not many coaches can come off a loss 
with a positive outlook, but USC coach 
Darrin Horn has found himself in that 
position after a 79-64 loss to Kentucky .
“After having an opportunity to 
review the fi lm from Saturday, we saw 
a lot of really, really good things that 
we emphasized and wanted to focus on, 
mainly taking care of the basketball 
and rebounding,” Horn said. “To 
outrebound that team was a really good 
job and the job we did on the offensive 
glass was something that we want to 
build on moving forward.”
Naturally, with the good came the 
bad. As the Gamecocks prepare to face 
Vanderbilt (11-4, 1-0 SEC ) tonight at 
9 p.m. , Horn wants to see his team 
improve in the way it has all season 
— putting the pieces together one by 
one , even against the highest level of 
competition.
South Carolina (8-7, 0-1 SEC ) has 
had some of its better performances in 
the losses to some of the best teams in 
the country — then-No. 1 UNC , then-
No. 2 Ohio State and most recently, 
No. 2 Kentucky . And while USC has 
steadily improved over the course of 
the season — with its past two losses 
coming to OSU and UK — there’s still 
something missing.
“We got away from defending at the 
level that had helped us play well and 
get wins,” Horn said. “We’ve got to fi nd 
a way to put those things together as 
we move forward through conference 
play. Every game is a new challenge 
and I think Vanderbilt presents a great 
challenge from the standpoint that, 
defensively, they’re as good, if not the 
best team in our league.”
Va nderb i l t  w i l l  no t  on l y  b e 
challenging as a defensive squad, but 
also as an offensive one, as junior guard 
John Jenkins leads the SEC in scoring 
with 20.3 points per game . 
“He’s a great scorer and terrif ic 
shooter,” Horn said. “Obviously, he’s 
the focal point of their offense. Usually 
guys like that are going to fi nd a way 
to get enough shots and have enough 
offensive opportunities — there’s a 
reason he scores 20 points per game 
even though every team that plays him 
is trying to shut him down. I think any 
time you play a player of his caliber, 
I think you’ve got to try to make it as 
hard on him as you can and do your 
very best to try to limit as much as 
possible.”
Furthermore, the Commodores are 
coming off a convincing 65-35 win 
over Auburn on Saturday , while the 
Gamecocks will face the challenge 
of making adjustments from the UK 
loss in the short span of Saturday to 
Tuesday.
“It doesn’t give you the practice time 
that you would like to just get better — 
it becomes more of a game prep thing,” 
Horn said. “One thing that I think was 
huge for this team in the last month was 
that with no school and some break in 
between games, we had some practice 
time, which helped us get better, and so 
you get limited on that.”
USC opened the conference against 
Vandy in Colonial Life Arena last 
season , where Sam Muldrow had a 
triple-double to lead the Gamecocks in 
the upset . Senior Malik Cooke doesn’t 
think the game gives USC any edge 
going into this matchup because the 
Gamecocks have already proven that 
they can compete against the top teams 
in the country. Now, South Carolina 
looks to do more than just compete, but 
win.
“We feel like we can beat anybody 
on any given night,” Cooke said. “It 
was a learning experience last year and 
we learned a lot from that game and 
hopefully we can carry that into this 
one.”
Sixteen games into the season , 
the South Carolina women’s 
basketball team has developed 
a formula for success that has 
carried them to their best start 
in nine years . The formula? 
Playing great defense and taking 
care of the ball.
This formula has gotten the 
Gamecocks (14-2, 3-0 SEC) 
ranked in the Associated Press 
Top 25, posting its best record 
s i nce  t he  20 02- 03  sea son . 
Simple and fundamental, yet 
effective, this has led USC to a 
No. 2 ranking in the nation in 
points allowed per game, with 
44.6 , and a No. 11 ranking in 
turnovers, with 13.4 . Coach 
Dawn Staley told reporters 
after the team’s 79-48 upset of 
North Carolina how important 
the defense has been so far this 
season.
“Defense is  what we do,” 
Staley said. “We really get it 
going from that side of the ball, 
and once it is going well, it is a 
beautiful thing to see.”
Twice this season, USC has 
held its opponent to under 25 
points  ,  including the game 
against South Carolina State 
when the Bulldogs mustered 
just 21 points , a new school 
record for the Gamecocks. The 
previous record was 24, which 
USC tied earlier this season in 
a 52-24 win over Presbyterian. 
A f ter the Vanderbi lt game, 
Staley told reporters how the 
defensive success and fast start 
could be attributed to depth.
“We have the ability to play 
a lot of different combinations 
due to our depth,” Staley said. 
“This enables us to defend 
well. We may not be able to 
hit a whole lot of shots all the 
t ime but were able to defend 
in a lot of different ways. We 
can afford to have La’Keisha 
(Sutton) not score because we 
have the luxury of bringing 
players off the bench that are 
able to contribute. That is what 
we have built our success on in 
this particular year.”
The Gamecocks are in the 
midst of an eight-game winning 
streak that has vaulted them into 
the national polls for the first 
time since March 2003 . The two 
losses have come by a combined 
seven points .
Sen ior  g ua rd  M a rke sh ia 
Grant leads USC with 10.6 
points per game while freshman 
Aleighsa Welch , who was named 
the SEC Freshman of the Week, 
leads the team in rebounds per 
game (6.3) and blocks (16) . 
Staley told reporters after the 
Vanderbilt game how impressed 
she was with Welch after her 19 
point outburst .
“I d idn’t  th ink she cou ld 
have this immediate effect in 
long stretches like she has done 
so far,” Staley said. “There is 
probably only one t ime this 
year that she has looked like a 
freshman and that was at Drexel. 
She is smart. I knew she was 
athletic and a good rebounder 
but I did not know how smart 
she was.”
With Sunday’s 49-44 win 
at Florida , Carolina is off to 
its best league start since the 
2001-02 team started 4-0 . Staley 
is happy with the start to the 
season, but she said there is a 
long way to go. 
“It is very important to get 
off to a good start because wins 
in this league are hard to come 
by,” Staley said. “We have put a 
special emphasis on playing well 
at home, because after these fi rst 
fi ve games, we go on the road a 
little bit. But we have to play – 
there are no nights off.”
Gamecocks to host Vanderbilt
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
USC cracks AP Top 
25 poll for fi rst time 
since March 2003
USC looks to rebound from loss 
in SEC opener at Kentucky 
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Women’s 
basketball oﬀ  
to strong start
Kyle Heck
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Senior Malik Cooke leads the Gamecocks in scoring with 12.9 points per game.
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